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Nearly 300 Leading Academics Decry FCC 
Methodology for Lifting Ownership Safeguards 
Demand Commission Release Proposal Prior to Adopting Final Changes 

285 leading academics asked the Federal Communications Commission to disclose its 
plans for a rulemaking ‘index‘ and other quantitative measures prior to a vote that could 
radically change decades-old media ownership rules. FCC Chairman Michael Powell has 
said he wants to call a vote on lune 2nd, but the Commission has not released any 
details on the rulemaking measures. The FCC is expected to approve a number of new 
rules, which ostensibly reflect the outcome of its own sponsored research and other data. 
Measures that are being challenged even by an author of the FCC-commissioned 
research. On April 28”, Queens College Professor Mara Einstein wrote: 

“The FCC has taken a step in the wrong direction in tving to use strictly quantitative 
measures in assessing the needs for media-ownership caps .... The FCC says it will decide 
by June 2. That‘s simply too soon, given the lack of broad public debate.” 

Respected academics from across the nation add their voices to those of consumer 
groups, artists, religious organizations and public officials concerned that the FCC is 
moving too quickly and without legitimate scholarship on the crucial rulemaking. The 
letter states: “We have grave doubts that any single measure can effectively analyze the 
complexities of the media marketplace in terms of its impact on journalism, citizen 
access to information, and competition.“ It stresses that any ‘universal’ quantitative 
approach to determining media poiicy is bound to be imprecise, and emphasizes the need 
to release any proposed quantitative and qualitative measures so that they can be fairly 
evaluated by experts in communications, eConomitS and social science. 

Professor Robert McChesney of the University of Illinois, who has filed comments 
previously on the proposed changes said: 
“The existing media rules were created to guarantee the citizens their basic rights to a 
diverse and independent media. Chairman Powell seems focused solely on the impact of 
media rules on the advertising marketplace, not the marketplace of ideas. Regardless of 
the index or rule Mr. Powell chooses, hundreds of leading scholars justifiably believe that 
any proposal should be first released for scholarly review and comment.” 

The letter follows a letter to FCC Chairman Powell from a majority of the Senate 
Commerce Committee members expressing disappointment that such changes would 
occur “without any opportunity for the Congress or the public to review them 
before hand , ” 

The FCC is poised to eliminate several ownership restrictions. One of those restrictions 
prevents common ownership of newspaper and television or radio stations in a single 
geographical market. I n  the aftermath of the proposed changes, a wave O f  massive 
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media consolidation is expected; a t  local levels it is wholly possible one firm could 
acquire the vast majority of media outlets including daily newspapers, lV stations, radio 
stations, and cable TV systems. Radio, which had its ownership rules relaxed in 1996, is 
now dominated by ten parent companies nationwide: Clear Channel and Viacom alone 
control 42% of listeners and 45% of industry revenues. 

Academics signing the letter are from institutions that include Stanford University, 
Harvard University, Yaile University, University of Pennsylvania, New York University, 
Brandeis University, Texas A & M, University of Michigan, Boston College, and 
international universities. 

I 
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May I ,  2003 

The Honorable Michael Powell 
Fcdcral Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street sw 
Washinyon. DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

The FCC will soon make a critical decision on media ownership policy that could affect the 
future course of our democracy. At stake, as you know. are the rules and policies governing U.S. 
media ownership of the nation's radio and tclcvision hmadcancrs. 'I'V networks, and 
nwspapcrs. You and your colleagues are well aware of the important role these media outlets 
play in providing the public with a diverse array of local and national information and analysis. 

According to rcports, thc Commission is dcvcloping a "diversity index" that will serve as a form 
of universal measurement on media omership. Such a measure. we understand, will be used to 
analyze individual media markets in order to determine whether cross-ownership limits should 
be eliminated, modified, or maintained. Press reports also suggest that some of the specific rules 
under review may be subjcct to ncw policies as well. 

We have kmve doubts that my singlc mcasure can effectively mdyx the complexities of the 
media marketplace, in t m s  of its impact on journalism. citizen access to information, and 
competition. Such quantitative-let alone qualitative-m~lhodolobical measures attempting to 
serve as holistic approaches are likely to be very imprecise. 

As leading scholurs in the field of social scicncc and mass communications, we urge you to 
releasc to thc public any proposed such measures in advance of their enactment. There must be 
serious scholarly and public debate about the efficacy of any proposed new measure on media 
ownership. Indeed, we look fonvard to examining and commenting on any proposal, so that the 
scholarly community can help mdke he most informcd Cornmission decision possible on this 
important issue. 

We are sure you, as we. helieve rhat informed debate and discourse on the analytical 
undcrpinnings of what the FCC may propsc can only further your god of developing M 

approach to mcdia policy regulation that i s  supprtcd by sound scholarship. 

Sincerely, 

cc.  
Senator McCain 
Senaior Hollings 
Representative Taw.in 
Keprescntative Dingell 
FCC Commissioner Abemathy 
FCC Commissioncr Adclmin 
FCC Commissioner Copps 
FCC Commissioner Martin 
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777 Glades Road 
Boca Ralon, FL 3343 I-OYY 1 

Augusl Bums, PA, MI" 
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Richard Burt, 
Professor 
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S U N Y  Fredcinia 

Stcphanic Luce 
Assistant Proressor 
Lobor Center 
llnivcnity of Mass;~~huscus-Amherst 
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SLt!phen II .  Macek, Assistant Pruhssor, Spwch 
Communicarion. North Cenml College, Naperville. IL 

Chrisrophcr R. Marlin. Associarc Profcssor. Dcparlmcnl 
or Communication 
Studies, University ofNorrhrm lows 

rroc CXO~YI ~ ~ v i n  
Frances Yates Professor of Communication 
Amenberg School for Communication 
Univcrsily or Pennsylvania 

Richard Maxwell 
Professor of Media Studies 
City University of New York-Queens College 

David T. MacFarland. Ph.1) 
Associare Professor 
Radio-Tclcvirion 
The A. Q. Miller School ofJoumalism and Mass 
Communications 
Kmsw Sntc Ilnivcrsity, Manhathui. KS. 66506 

Man McAllisrrr 
Associare Professor and Director of Ciradualc Studies 
lkparlmenl olCommunicntion Studies, Virginia Tcch 
Blackburg. VA 24061-031 I USA ph: 540-23 1-9830 
fax: 540-23 1-98 I7 

Anna McCarthy 
Assistan1 Professor 
Drpirmnenl orCincma Studicm. NYU 

Michael P. McCaulcy. Ph.1). 
Associate Professor 
Ucpartmenr of Communication and Journalism 
Llnivcrsicy of Mainc 
5724 Dunn Hall 
Omno. M E  04469-5724 

Koben W. McChesney 
Iwircssor 
Institute of C,ommunicalions Research 
Univeniry of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Dr. Adrienne McCormick 
Assistant I'rufersor or English 
Director. Women's Studies Pmgrslm 
SUNY Fredonia 

Allison McCracken 
Assiutanl Professor 
American Studies 
Temple University 

Michael McDevirr 
Assistant Professor 
liiiiversity of Colorado 

Wayne Mclnrush 
Associate Professor 
Associare Chair & Dir. of  Undergraduate Programs 
Ocpanmenr of Government & Polirics 

College Park, MD 20742 

Kembraw Mcl .ecd 
Assistant Professor 
Communication Studies Dept. 
Universily of Iowa 

Ur. Cierri McNenny 
AssiSLant Profcswr of Fqlisli 
California Statc Univcnity Fullerton 
Dept. of English 
Fullertonl CA 92834 

Turn McPherson 
Associate Professor 
School oTCinemo-TV 
IISC 
LA CA 90089-22 I 1  

Ilnivcxsity ol.Mrrrylmnd 

Joseph A. Mehan 
Adj. Pror. (rer.) of 
International Communications 
Scliool of Inrernarional and Public Atbin (SIPA) 
Columbia University 

Pro!: Adrian J. Meppen 
Director Broadcast Journalism BS D e p e  PruyMm 
'I'VIKadio Depamnenr 
Hrmklyn  Cnllcgc 
Brooklyn, N Y  11210 
Council Member, Writem Uuild or America, l2an 

Laurd J. Miller 
~ s s i ~ t m t  Professor 
Dcpt. of Sociology 
Brandeis University 

Mark Crispin Miller 
I'rcircrsor nr Media Ecology 
New Yark Ilnivcrsity 

David T. 2. Mindieh 
Chair, AsSOCiaIe Professor 
Joiirnalism and Mass Communication Depamnena 
Saint Michitel's College 

Jny Minenthal 
Assoc. Professor of Cell and Structural FJidngy 
Iln~vcrsily of Illinois ar Urbana-champaip 

Alex Molnar 
Professor and Director 
Educadon Policy Studies Laboratow 
Arizona Stale llnivcrsity 
Tcnipc. Arizona X51X7-?41 I 
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Michael Morgan, 
Professor & Chair. Dcpt. o~Com,municalion. Univcnily 
o f  
Mm..chuscudAmhmt 

Rick Morris 
Associare Dean atid ASZociatc Profcssor 
Departinenr o f  Communicarion Studics 
Norchwwem University 

Peter Monensen 
Assnciatc Prorcssor. Dcpartmcnl of h g l i s h  
llnivcrsicy of Illinois at Ilrhana-Cllampaign 

Greg Moses 
Philosophy 
Marisl Collcgc 
Poughkccpsic. N Y  12601 

Jason Minell, 
Assistant Profeswr of American Civilizatiun und Film it 
Media Culture 
212 Adimndack HDUW: 
Middlebury Collexe 
Middlebuy, Vermont 05753 
(802) 443-343s /fax: (802) 443-5 123 

200s l kKoven A V ~  

Lisa Nalhandian 

Raciire W I  53403 

Beatrice Nettles. Professor. 
School of A n  and Design, 
I lnivesiry of Illinois ai (Jrhana-Champaign 

Eric Nilsson 
Professor 
I)cpartmcnt of Economics 
Celif'ornia llnivemity San Hernardinn 

Mary Hcth Olivcr 
Associate Professor 
Co-Director, Media Eftececn Laboratory 
Collepe of Communication 

Laurie Oucllcrrc 
Assirrant Professor. Queens College-CUNY 

lidward I , .  Palmcr. 
Watson Professor, Department o f  Psychology, Davidson 

Duvidson. NC 

Mar; Castaneda Pnredes 
Assistant Professor 
I ) c p  of Communication 
l iniv. ofMa,sachusclts. Amhcrsr 

Frnnnuel Pastreich 

Collcgc. 

Assistant Professor of Japanesc I.itcraturc 
Fsst Asian I .anguages and Cultuns 
University of Illinois, Urbana-Chmpaign 
707 S. Malhcws Avenue 
Urbana. IL 61801 U.S.A. 

Janice Pcck 
ASsnciaIc Pmlkssor 
School nl'Journalism tk Mas Communication 
University of Colorado at Boulder 
Douldcr CO 80309 

(:onslancc I'cn Icy 
Pmfcssnr of Film Sludics 
Direckw. Center for Film. Television, and NtW Media 
Dep'urment of Film Studies 
University of Califoniin 
Sanra tlarbara, CA 93 IO6 

Michael Perelman 
Prof. of Lcon., 
Califomh Slam University. Chico 

Andrew Perrin, Ph.U. 
Assistnnl Pmfzssor Or Sociology 
University o f  Nonh Carolina, Chapel Hill 
(9 19) 962-6876 

Joseph G. Peschek 
Professor and Chair 
D e p m e n i  of Political Science 
IS36 l lewit l  Avenue 
Hamline llniversity 
St. I'sul. MN SS 104 

Christophur Phclps 
Assistant Profcssor 
Depmiennr of I Iisrory 
Ohio Stare Ilnivcrsiry. Mansfield Campus 
Mansticld, Ohio 44Yo6 
(410) 755 4380 

Pctcr Phillips Ph.D. 
Suciulogy Departmmt/Pru,iect Cmsurcd 
Soooma Stare University 
I no1 EASL ( : o l d  Avc. 
Kohnerl Park. C A  94'428 
707464-2588 

HENJAMIN C. PIERCK Professor and graduate group 
chair 
Dcpr. of Coniputcr & Information Science 
llnivenily Of Pennsylvania 

Jan Nederveen Piererse 
I'rufersor 011 SocinIi\gy 
University of  Illinois o f  Ilrhana-Champaign 
326 Liocoln Hall, MC-454 
Urbuna. I I .  61801 
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Suranna Hornig Priest, Ph.D. 
Associate Prorcssor and Graduate Advisor 
Uepr. of Jownnlism - MS 4 1 1 1 
Tcxas A&M University 
Collcgc Station 'TX 7784341 I I 

Kyle D. Pruetl, M.D. 
Clinjcal Professor of Child Psychiatry and Nursing 
Yale University School or  Medicine 

I)r. Kimtcn Pullen 
Spccial I.%mrer 
Department or Speech Coin\nunicatiun 
2 13D Eddy 
Colorado Slate University 
910.491.7898 

Patricia Radin, Pl1.D. 
AssisLdnL t'mfcrsor 
Depamnent of Communication 
California State University-Hayward 

Carrie. Renrschler 
Depr. ot'Communication 
Visiting Lecturer 
University of Pirrsburgh 

Amy Reynolds, Ph.D. 
Assisfait Professor 
I l l  School of Journalism 
112 Ernie Pylc Hall 
Dloominbflon, IN 47405 

Joette Hockow, 
Lecturer. Joum:ilism and Mass Communications 
Ilnivcrsity of Wisconsin - Milwaukee 

Prof. Rick Hockwell 
America1 Universily 

Clcmcncia Kodriguer 
Associate I'roliccssor 
Depament of Communication 
IJnivcrsity of Oklahoma 
610 Elm Avenuc 
Norman OK 73019 IJSA 

Wilma Roman 
Dept. ofHumanilies 
Molt Community Collcgc 
Flint. MI 48503 

Jeffrey M .  ROSS 

Dale Kunkel, Ph.1). Professor or Communication, 
UC Swla Harhara 

Michael Rollihcrg 
Associate Rofessor of English 
llniversiry of Illinoin, IJrhana-Champaign 

Elli P. Lester Roushanmnir. Associate Prorcsscrr 
(irady College of Journalism &i Mass Communication 
Univ. or Cicorgia .- Athens CA USA 30602 

Charles T. Salmon 
Senior AsSOCiNe Drlln 
Collcgc of Communicatiion Arts and Sciences 
Michignn Srare University 
EISI Iwnsiny. MI 48824-1212 

Kenneth J. Sillman 
Assistant Professtor 
I)cPau\ University 

Jessica Sandford 
I43 Academy Sc. 
Poughkeepsie. NY I260 I 

Christian Sandvig 
Assr Professor of Speech Communication 
Universlry orlllinois LII \Jrhana-Chanp&lgn 

Simona Sawhney 
Assisritnl Prokssor. Comperorive Litcwturc. University 
of Illinois, 
Urhana-Champaign 

Sdrdh Sayced 
Assiswnt Prdccuuor 
Haruch College 

Stuari Schaar 
Professor 
I)cpl. of tlistoly 
Brookin Collesc. ClMY 

Williu Scliatz 
Professor 
Professional Writing Program 
University of Maryland 

Dun Schillor 
Professor oT(:ommunications. Librdry & Information 
Science, 
llnivcrsiiy of Illinois at Urhana4~hampaip-1 

Erica Schmuv 
!Jnivcrsky of WisconsiwMilwaukee 

liigalist~ Schnrhsdorff 
New Yo& University 
Dircctur 
FAS Summer and Study Abroad 
126 Broadway, Kin. 607 
Mail Codc 1560 
New Y ork. N Y 1 0003 

Sam SchraCer 
Mcmber of the Faculty (Folklore), The Evergreen Stare 
Collcgc 
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Douglas Schuler. The Evergreen State College 

Dr. Ted Schwaibe 
Professor, Deparuntnt of Cornrnunicadon 
SIJNY College YI Frcdonia 

Beverly Seckinger 
Asmiate Pmfwor 
Media Arrs 
Univet’sily of hrirona 

IkNcl Kchber;: Sedo 
Assistant Professor 
Mount Sainl Vinccnt Ilnivcrsity 
Halikx. NS. Canada 

Raymond Scidclman, Professor of Political Science, 
Swab 1 .itwunce 
College, Bronxville, NY 10708 

Dr. Gregory I. Seigworth. 
Associate Professor, Millersville University of 
Pcnnsylvania 

Bury Shank 
Associate Professor 
Comparative Studies 
Ohio Srnre University 

IJr. I.aurcn E. Shaw 
ASsislanl Prdcssor or  Hispanic Srudies 
M.ount Saint Mary College 
Newburgh, NY 12550 

Nancy Signorielli 
Professor of Communication 
(Jniversity of Delaware 

David Silver 
Assistant Professor 
Conimunica!ion 
University of Washington 

Char Simons 
Adjuncr Faculty, Journalism .and Middle E a 1  Studies 
‘I’hc Evcrgc.cn Stntc Collcgc 

Jcromc I,. Singer? I’h.0. 
Professor of Psychology 
Deparrmenr of Psychology 
Yak  Llnivcrrity 
PO BOX 208205 
New Ilaven, CT 06520-8205 

Roben Sklar. 
Profcssor of Cinema Snidies 
New York llnivcrsity 

JcIT Sluytcr-Hcllrao 

Pn,Tcswr 01’ Pditios 
Whitman College 
Walia Walla, WA 99362 

Barham Smilh 
l3imcior ofthc Ccntcr for Rcscurch on Womcn and 
Professor of Sociology at the University of Memphis 

Circp M. Smith 
Graduate Director 
Moving Imagc Sludicv I’rograni 
FilmlVidcoflJigilal Imaging Program 
Lkp;crtmeni of Communication 
Georgia State Univenity 
1050 Onc Park Place 
AIIanlaL. (;A 3030.? 

Voncile M. Smith, Professor 
1)cpartmcnt or Cornmunicaiion 
Florida Atlantic Universiity 
Hoca Katw Florida 3343 I 

Nancy Snow. Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Conimunications 
(hlifiimia Slate IJniversiiy, Fullerton 

Nancy Snow, Ph.U. 
Assistanl PniTcswr 
Department of Conununication 
California Srnte University, L’ullenoti 

Uany Snyder 
Chair. Ikpamnunt ot’Cinemu Studies m d  Film 
Production 
Uwliiigron College 
95 North Avci~uc 
Burlington. VT OS40 I 
V: 802.862-96 I6 
F: 802.846.3077 

M ~ l l h c w  Soar. PhD 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Video and Media Studies 
School 01’ Humanities, Am and Culnval Srudies 
Hamvhirc College 
Amherst MA 01002 

Carol A. Stabile 
Director, Women‘s SNdies 
Associate Professor. Media Studies 

James t i .  Slam, Milliscnt Vcnwick l’rol’csror Of 
Education and Piiblic 
Issues (reried), 
Moiiinouih University 

CliITbrd I.. Sciiplcs 
Professor. Dept. of Sociology, IJnivcrsity of North 
Vakora 

http://Evcrgc.cn
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Jonuihm Stcrnc. Assisbint Pru1'cssvr. 
Depamnent of Communication, 
Universiry of Pirrsburglr 

Prof Michelle Stewart 
Asut. Prof. of Cinema Studies 
SUNY-Purchase- C:ollqe 

Inger L. Srole 
Assisrant Professor 
Depmrmcnt of Advcniring 
University vflllinvis at Uhiina-Cbmpdip 

Vic Shasbitrger. M.D. 
Proksmr of Pediatrics 
IJniv.  orNcw Mcxico School oTMcdicinc 

Thomas Sueeter 
Sociology 
University or Vermont 
3 I Sv. Prospect St. 
Burlington. VT 05405-01 76 

Jack Swan 
Pmf. of History. Emcritus 
California State University. Long Bcwh 

Fcdcrico Subcrvi, Ph.r). 
Prolksriir 
Department of Conununication Studies 
Pacc Univcrsity, I Pace P l m  
New York. NY 10038 

(icrry Sursman 
Profisor 
School or Urban Studies & Planning 
Portland Shtc University 
Portland, OR 97207 

Adam SutclilXc 
Assistant Professor 
Gurnpcan Jcwisli History 
University of Illinois at IJrhana-Champaign 
309 Gregoly llall 
810 S. Wrislit Smer 
Urbana, IL61801 

Dr. Imre Szeman 
Uirccror, InstiNIi on Globalization and lhe Human 
Condition 
McMaster Universjty 
1280 Main Strccr W.. Hamilton, Ontario. Cnnad;r LRS 
41.9 

Or, Jo Tovcner 
Formerly Adjuncr Professor of Media 
Chatham College 

James F. Tracy. Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 

Department ~I'Communication 
Florida Atlantic University 
777 Glades Rooad 
Row Raton. F1, 3343 I 
56 1-297-626s 

Joscph 'I'umw 
Roben. Lewis Shayon Professor of Communication 
Annenberg School For Communication 
University of Pennsylvania 
;62Q Walirui Strcct 
Philadelphia. PA 19104 
21s 898 5842 

Walter Ungererer 
Ari Profcssor 
llnivcrsity of  Vermnnl 
Burlington, VT 05405 

Ellen Willis. 
Profcssor of Journalism 
NEW York Ihivcr'iily 

Pnrrick Vargas. 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaim 
Assisfrlnr Professor 
Advertising. and Psychology 
Assistant Research Profwsor 
Institute of Communications Resenrch 

Chrislophcr A. Vaughan 
Assistant Professor 
Journalism and Media Srudies 
Ruigcrs I lnivcnity 

Mirkus Vink, 
Dcpumcnl of History. SIINY-Frcdonia 

Ilr. Lisc Vogel 
Professor 01' Socioiogy 
Rider University 
?OR3 Lowenceville Road 
I,awmccvillc. NJ O W 8  

Vicror Wallis 
Associate Professor, 
Dc~I .  vr(.icncral Iiducarion. 
Berklee College vfMusic 

Janet Wasko 
Professvr and Unighhl. Chair for Communicarion Research 
Univcniry ofOrcyon 

Lisa M. Weidman, Ph.1). 
Independent Scholar of Mass Communications 

Richard Wesley 
Associare Chair of the Dept. of Dramatic Writing 
Tisch School 'al Ncw York University 
Council Mumkr. Wrilcrs Guild or Amcrica. East 
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Cordlec Whitcomb. Senior I..ectuTer. 
Cornpuler Informiltion Systems. 
Bcntlcy College. Wiltham. M A  

Bruce A,  Williams 
Research Professor 
lnstirurc or Cornmunicruions U e w c h  
Ilnivcaily of Illinois a1 llrhan&Champiiign 
Urban& 11. 61801 

Roh Williams 
Adjunct Professor. 
Arts and Sciences. Champlain College 

Wfnmourh Williams, Jr. 
Profesnor 
Ilhaca (:ullcgc 

Paula Willoquet-Maricondi. PhD 
Assisrant Professor of Media A m  
School or Communication & the A m  
Mnrisr College 
Pouglikccpeie N Y  12601 
(845) 5 7 5 - 3 0 ~  c x ~  ms 

h i  Winebols 
Professor of Communication Studies 
N iagara llnivcrrily 

Krisropher K. Woofter 
Initructor ofCincma SNdics 
Burlin&%on College, Burlington, V ' I  

Ihvid Wright 
llniversity ol'lllinois, Champaign-llrhana 

Marilyn B. Young 
Professor, Dcpanrnenr of I lisrory 
IXrecior, lnrernarional Ceiirer for Advanced Shidies 
Project on the Cold War as Global Conflict 


